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Sharing Transition Experience among the EU Member States, the Balkan Countries, 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States

25-26 June 2009
 Congress Hall, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hlboka cesta 2, Bratislava 

A G E N D A
DAY 1
12.30 - 13.00
Registration

13.00 - 13.30
OPENING REMARKS
Mr. Marek Brencic, Director, Development Assistance and Humanitarian Aid Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Mr. Jens Wandel, Deputy Regional Director &UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre Director, Slovakia
H.E. Mr. Vladimir Galuska, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the SR
13.30 – 13.50     
SESSION I

Aid Effectiveness and Donor Coordination in Eastern Europe, Western Balkans and CIS Regions (Plenary)
Chair:  Mr. Marek Brencic, Director, Development Assistance and Humanitarian Aid Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Development Challenges of the Eastern Europe and CIS Region

Mr. Ben Slay, Senior Economist, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia


13.50 -14.10      
Constraints of Aid Effectiveness and Coordination in the Eastern Europe and CIS Region 


Mr. Maciej Popowski, Director, EU Development Policy: Horizontal Issues, DG Dev., European Commission 

14.10 – 14.30
"Does the experience in transition matter?" - View of a traditional donor on its development assistance in transition countries

Mr. Stefan Weidinger, Head of Unit, Development Cooperation Department, Federal Ministry of European and International Affairs of Austria

Discussion
15.00 – 15.30     
Coffee break
15.30 – 17.30
SESSION II  
Reflections on Lessons-learned from Transition and Current Development Challenges in the region (Break Out Session)

1. Thematic Group I – Economic Transition
Facilitator: Mr. Ben Slay, Senior Economist, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia
Lead Discussant: Ms. Silvia Matusova, Central Financial and Contracting Unit, Ministry of Finance, Slovakia
Lead Discussant: Ms. Kovalova Danka, Consulting Associates, Ltd., Slovakia 


2. Thematic Group II – Political Transition
Facilitator: Ms. Annie Demirjian, Good Governance Practice Leader, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia
Lead Discussant: Mr. Oleksiy Perevezentsev, Senior Deputy Director of Coordination Bureau for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration, Secretariat of Cabinet of Ministers, Ukraine
Lead Discussant: Ms. Mihaela Rutjens, Director, Department of ODA, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Romania

3. Thematic Group III – Environment Transition 
Facilitator: Ms. Keti Chachibaia, Energy & Environment Practice Leader, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia
     
Lead Discussant: Mr. Martin Naprstek, Development Agency, Czech Republic 
18.00 – 19.00 
Evening Reception & Glass of Wine
DAY 2
9.00 – 9.30      
SESSION III


New Partnerships for Development (Plenary)


Towards Transition Compendium – Reflections from the Thematic Groups presented by Rapporteurs (10 minutes each theme)
Facilitator: Ms. Eva Kolesarova, Director, Slovak Agency for International Development Cooperation, Slovakia
9.30 – 10.30     
Development Cooperation Instruments – Panel Discussion on the Following Topics (20 minute each topic)
Bilateral cooperation mechanisms 

Lead Discussant: Mr. Michal Kaplan, Department of Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic 

EU Eastern Partnership Program and SIDA’s Partnership Programme
Lead Discussant: Ms. Annika Palo, Partnership Programme Coordinator, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Sweden
UNDP Trust Funds 
Lead Discussant: Mr. Daniel Hanspach, Emerging Donors Specialist, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia
10.30 – 10.50     
Coffee break
10.50 – 12.30     
SESSION IV


Getting the Balance Right – How to Best Match the Demand for and Supply of ODA  

Chair: Mr. Jens Wandel, Deputy Regional Director &UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre Director, Slovakia
Challenges of Aid Effectiveness and Coordination from the Recipient Angle 
(Panel discussion among recipient countries)
Donor Coordination and Trilateral Cooperation – sectoral and geographical “division of labour”, joint programming and pooling of resources, coordination and complementarity for increased development effectiveness 
Lead Discussant: Mr. Pal Fabian, Head, Bilateral Development Cooperation Unit, Department for International Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hungary
12.30 – 13.00     
Summary and Innovative Ways Forward/Closing Remarks

Mr. Daniel Hanspach, Emerging Donors Specialist, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre, Slovakia

Mr. Marek Brencic, Director, Development Assistance and Humanitarian Aid Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic
13.00 – 14:00   
Lunch Reception

